
SO THEY REMEMBER 
A Jewish Family's Story of Surviving 

the Holocaust in Soviet Ukraine  

 Author Maksim 
Goldenshteyn was 23 years 
old when he first learned 
that his grandparents, born 
in Soviet Ukraine and 
Romania in the 1920 and 

1930s, had survived the Holocaust. Growing up in 
the U.S., he heard only fragments of their wartime 
stories, which did not always align with the 
depictions that mostly emerged from the Western 
and Central European Jewish experience.  

His new book, a decade in the making, tells their 
story. In this presentation, Maksim will trace his 
family's journey (and the journey of families like his) 
across the broad sweep of the 20th century. He will 
describe life in the shtetlach of the late Russian 
Empire and borderlands of the Soviet Union, where 
interethnic relations between Poles, Ukrainians, 
and Jews would play an important role during the 
wartime occupation of Soviet Ukraine. 

He will describe how the Second World War 
reshaped his maternal grandfather’s hometown, 
and how child survivors came of age in the shadow 
of genocide to resist Soviet attempts to erase all 
traces of the Holocaust.  

He will explore how families like – Jews from the 
former Soviet Union who emigrated en masse 
beginning in the 1980s – struggled to find their 
place in North America. 

Moreover, he will reflect on how learning his 
family's story has taken him on an unexpected 
journey of his own: reclaiming his Jewish identity. 

We welcome families, 
educators, community and 

students (grades 6+) to join 
us! 

An Evening with Maksim Goldenshetyn, 
Author of "So They Remember” 

Feb. 3 | 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Register Today! 
https://bit.ly/3njplXh 

10 copies of "So They Remember" will 
be raffled off to 10 attendees!  

More Information: 

Leonora Buskin | Community Partnership 
Developer (CPD): Jewish Community 
leonora.buskin@yrdsb.ca  

Oksana Majaski | Community Partnership 
Developer (CPD): CEC West  
oksana.majaski@yrdsb.ca 

This free parent presentation is brought 
to you in partnership Anne Frank Public 
School and York Region District School 
Board. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemCWNcPMchelWG1F4-MWJ8_Se-2JUR-ejir_Fnd91SV21kRg/viewform
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