
HEALTH CHAT
Thank you to all of the parents and guardians who have 
been working together to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Effective Monday, October 18, 2021, York Region Public Health requires students, parents and guardians to screen daily 
with the provincial COVID-19 school and child care screening tool. This will provide parents and guardians with more 
options to screen, including the ability to share results electronically and the ability to complete screening in multiple 
languages. You can find the tool at york.ca/SafeAtSchool

It remains critical to screen your children for symptoms each day and test them when required to avoid bringing COVID-19 
into schools and child care centres. You must continue to follow the instructions on the screening tool and isolate and/or 
test, as directed. The provincial screening tool was updated on Friday October 1, 2021 to reiterate the need to stay home 
if you are sick with any COVID-19 symptoms.

Mild symptoms
Anyone experiencing symptoms, including mild symptoms not included in the provincial screening tool such as runny 
nose and sore throat. should continue to not attend school or child care. If your child has mild symptoms not listed in the 
provincial screening tool, they can return to school or child care once their symptoms have improved for 24 hours. If your 
child has symptoms listed in the screening tool or mild symptoms that are worsening, they require to have a negative 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) COVID-19 test to return to school/child care or stay home for 10 days.

Siblings and other children living in the same household
To help reduce the chance of transmission within schools and child care centres, York Region Public Health has specific 
instructions for children living in the same households, including:

•  If your unvaccinated child is identified as a close contact and is required to isolate (e.g. exposure in a classroom cohort), 
unvaccinated children living in the same household must NOT attend school or child care for the duration of the contact’s 
isolation period; fully vaccinated children living in the same household can continue to attend school as long as they do 
not have symptoms listed on the screening tool

•  If your fully vaccinated child is identified as a close contact (e.g. exposure in a classroom cohort), they are not 
required to isolate and can return to school as long as they do not have any COVID-19 symptoms; all children  
living in the same household can continue attending school or child care as long as they do not have symptoms  
listed on the screening tool

Safe safe. Stay informed.
york.ca/SafeAtSchool

York Region moving to the 
Provincial School and Child Care 
Screening Tool
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http://york.ca/SafeAtSchool
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/symptomstransmissiontreatmentandtesting/


Healthy Family 
COVID-19 
Check List

  Use the provincial screening tool  
daily – saying yes to even one symptom 
means you need to stay home

  Get a PCR test if you have symptoms of 
COVID-19; a rapid antigen test will not 
suffice to return to school or work

  Get vaccinated – vaccines save lives! 
Anyone over the age of 12 can get their 
shot at a walk-in pop up clinic or by 
booking an appointment at york.ca/
COVID19Vaccine 

Visit york.ca/COVID19Vaccine for more 
information



This year, while we want to encourage a fun Halloween for all, 
COVID-19 and its variants remain a real scare and we need to 
continue to work together to keep our communities safe. York 
Region Public Health remind families to remember our tried and 
true public health measures to keep the COVID-19 scares low and 
the Halloween haunts high while trick-or-treating or planning other 
spooky Halloween celebrations. Some rules include staying home 
and away from others if you have any COVID-19 like symptoms, 
practicing physical distancing, washing hands and following all 
indoor and outdoor gathering rules. 

Visit our Having a safe and ‘fang-tastic’ Halloween news story for 
more tips on a treat-filled Halloween.

If you and your family are eligible (born in 2009 or later) but have 
not yet gotten vaccinated, now is the time to walk in to a pop-up 
clinic or book an appointment. The possible dangers of COVID-19 
are much scarier than ghouls and goblins on Halloween night.

For more information on COVID-19 vaccines, please visit  
york.ca/COVID19Vaccine

No Tricks, 
Just Treats 
This Halloween

School-based testing sites in York Region 
Two new drop-in COVID-19 testing sites are available.  
Please visit york.ca/safeatschool for dates and times
Town of Aurora City of Vaughan 
George Street Public School St. Jean de Brebeuf Catholic High School 
115 George Street 2 Davos Road

All York Region students, children, school/child care staff, essential visitors and  
their families age two years and older are eligible to access testing at these sites.  
Testing options include PCR saliva and nasal swabs. In October and November, the  
sites are drop-in and do not require an appointment. Rapid antigen testing will not  
be available at these testing sites. Rapid antigen testing should not be used when  
an individual is symptomatic or has been identified as a close contact of a case.

For testing site schedules and more information visit york.ca/SafeAtSchool
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